ARBORETUM RECEIVES DONATION OF ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS
In July, the Crosby Arboretum received a donation of over 100 books from the Woodburn Company of Hopewell, N.J., a firm specializing in antiquarian horticultural books since 1946. The books range from the mid 1800's through mid 1900's and cover a wide range of historic garden design, garden history, botany, forestry, and conservation topics. The donation was made possible by Arboretum volunteer Nadine Phillips of Hattiesburg, who connected the Arboretum with Woodburn Books. The books were great fun to unpack and explore, and we are grateful to have acquired such an incredible collection of historic titles for our library.
This July, I accepted the position of Director of the Crosby Arboretum. In addition to being incredibly honored to hold this title, I'm also keenly aware of my role in carrying on the work and vision of the persons who have come before me. It is impossible to walk these paths and not be conscious of the imprint made by those who have created and cared for the Arboretum, and of those who are still lending a guiding hand toward its continued development. This group includes long-time friends and members, our small but loyal and hardworking staff and dedicated Arboretum Volunteers, the Mississippi State University Extension Service, and our Crosby Arboretum Foundation board members. All together, they are the wonderful and supportive extended family that I've had the good fortune to get to know well over the past four years.
In each other's company, we will be walking around that next bend in the path, so to speak. I look forward to accomplishing many things in the years to come, notably in assisting the Foundation board members with their fundraising efforts to build our new Education Center. Armed with an unfailing enthusiasm and colorful tales about our outstanding educational programs and activities, along with a sprinkling of stories of lives that have been transformed through a visit here, I hope to convince others that our new building is certainly a project worthy of their support.
My daily reward is hearing children who muse that they are having the best field trip ever (after walking only a hundred feet!), to be told by a new member that they wish they had discovered us years ago, and to occasionally hear a wood thrush sing in the trees outside my window. It is so heartening to know that we are making a difference in the lives of each of our visitors.
Particularly exciting is the forward movement we are making on our two newest exhibits -our recently constructed Gum Pond Exhibit and the upcoming Swamp Forest Exhibit, funded through grants from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation's Five Star Restoration Grant Program. Thanks to our relationship with the MSU department of landscape architecture and professor (and former Curator) Bob Brzuszek, master plans guiding the development of each exhibit were prepared by his design students. Bob has also provided continuous advice and support as these projects are built out. Stay tuned, there is so much more coming around that bend! 
MY FAVORITE NATIVES: LIATRIS

By Mac Alford
One of my favorite genera is Liatris (Asteraceae/Compositae), the blazing stars or gay feathers. We have several species (L. pycnostachya, L. elegans, L. spicata, L. squarrosa, L. squarrulosa) planted at our house, which vary just enough in color, number of flower heads, height, and timing to be endlessly amazing. I really enjoy them, too, because they are like daytime sparklers (fireworks) and attract a lot of butterflies. 
Dr. Mac Alford is assistant professor of biological sciences at The University of Southern Mississippi, curator of the Southern Miss herbarium, and president of the Mississippi Native Plant Society.
TRAVELING EDUCATOR BOXES
PLEIN AIR PAINTING AT THE ARBORETUM
On Saturday, September 10, the Crosby Arboretum will be a venue for the 9th Annual International Plein Air Painters Worldwide Paint Out, an event occurring simultaneously in international locations. Outdoor painters will bring their paint boxes and easels to paint from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The public will be able to join in the fun by watching individual artists work. A plein air painting class for beginners will be offered from 10 to 11 a.m. (see program schedule), with watercolor and oil kits available. Artists will formally display their work from 3 to 4 p.m. Some will be available for purchase. Plein air painting developed in France in the mid 19th century and is becoming increasingly popular. Plein air artists seek to capture the quality of natural light and atmosphere found outdoors. Their art is in direct response to the beauty they find in nature. To learn more about the International Plein Air Painters group, visit their website at http://www.i-p-a-p.com. 
September -October 2011
Crosby Arboretum Program Schedule Join us for a trip to the legendary property of Dot Burge, longtime friend of the Arboretum, in a field walk led by the Arboretum's own Terry Johnson. Dot is an avid hummingbird feeder, and her yard is a magnet for the migrating birds. Meet in the Visitor Parking Area to carpool. We will leave at 8:30 a.m. Prepare for a moderate walk of about a mile, with potential areas of underbrush. Bring snacks, refreshments, and dress comfortably. Members free, non-members $5. Register by September 9.
PLEIN AIR PAINTING DEMONSTRATION
Saturday, September 10 (Adults) 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Celebrate the International Plein Air Painters Worldwide Paint
Out event! Artist April Holifield of April's Art Studio will demonstrate "plein air painting," or painting outdoors. Those who would like to try their hand at painting "en plein air" may purchase a watercolors or oils materials packet for $35 with all you will need to get started. Bring your lunch and stay the day! Join others who will be enjoying this all day venue painting the Arboretum's woodland, savanna, and aquatic scenes. Dress comfortably. Members free, non-members $5. Please register by September 3 so that materials packets may be assembled.
FALL FIELD WALK: NATIVE PLANTS FOR THE HOME LANDSCAPE
Saturday, Sept. 10 (Family) 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Join Director Pat Drackett for a field walk through the Aquatic, Woodland, and Savanna Exhibits to discuss plants growing in these habitats and how you can use them in your home landscape. Learn how to select plant material based on your property's site conditions. Free to Arboretum members; $5 for non-members. Please register by September 9.
BIRD PROGRAM: RAPTORS! (Family)
Saturday, September 17 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
FALL NATIVE PLANT SALE:
Sat./Sun., Oct. 1-2 • 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Members Admitted at 9:00 a.m. on Sat.
Grab a cart and choose from a wide variety of native trees and shrubs for your home landscape. Come early for the best selection of many hard-to-find plants. We'll help you select the right plant for the right place on your property. Free admission. Arboretum greenhouse.
RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP (Adults)
Saturday, October 8 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Back by popular demand! Capture nature's gift of rain with a rain barrel -a simple solution to cut down on your water bill and on storm water runoff in this workshop led by Stephanie Pendleton, MSU Extension Director in Jackson County. Cost for the class is $45.00, which includes all materials needed to make a 55 gallon rain barrel. Please register as soon as possible so that we may plan for materials.
PINE NEEDLE BASKETRY (Adults)
Saturday, October 8 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Join Judy Breland, Stone County Extension Director, for a workshop on the art of pine needle basket-making. A small basket can be completed in the workshop. You will also learn methods for continuing with future projects. Wear old clothes, materials can stain. All supplies provided. Admission is $5 for members and $7 for non-members. Register by October 7.
INTRODUCTION TO NATURE SKETCHING (Adults)
Saturday, October 15 9:00 a.m. to Noon
